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HOW CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS OVER COVID-19
Continued from page 35
Before she knew it, she was left with
the birthday girl and her younger
siblings. Their parents had travelled
upcountry.
“I pleaded with her to escort me, but
she refused, saying she was busy,”
she recollects.
It was about 11:45pm and I had
no choice but to leave. However,
she says before she could move 100
metres, a man grabbed her, covered
her mouth and put her down. She
tried to fight him off, but he punched
her in the face and ribs. Her nose
bled. He then raped her.
“I was in pain and crying, but he did
not stop. I recognised him,” she says.
Jane and her parents reported the
matter to a nearby Police post. In the
morning, a bodaboda rider called
Abdul was arrested. It was also
discovered that he was a serial rapist
when four girls came out to pin him.
“He was hostile and kept shouting
obscenities. He threatened to pour
acid on me if the case got taken to
court,” she says.
Abdul was later released on Police
bond after his wife pledged to

Omunyidde with a baby and a teenage mother. In the second picture is Nyakato (right) and another
volunteer at the shelter (Scan the picture using the New Vision Digital Experience to watch video)
treat Jane for the wounds she had
sustained. Unfortunately, after the
release, Abdul’s family disappeared.
“My friends advised me to abort, but

dad refused, saying it was against our
Islamic faith,” she says.
Jane is eight months pregnant
and goes to Kiswa Health Centre

THE UGLY SPECTRE OF TEENAGE MOTHERS, FATHERS
Eyotoru, a single mother and
resident of Naguru, Kampala, has
two children; an 18-year-old boy
and a 16-year-old girl, Patience.
Eyotoru works as a househelp
for a family in Lugogo, where she
earns sh150,000. She lost her
parents when she was a child and
was raised by relatives in Arua.
When she turned 13, she travelled
to Kampala to work as a maid. A
few years later, she was raped by
a security guard and conceived.
She found a home on the streets
of Kampala, where she was raped
again and conceived her daughter
Patience in 2003.
By the time schools closed
last year, Patience was in Senior
Three at Kololo SS. The son
completed Senior Four.
“Patience was a good girl until
she joined secondary school.
She teamed up with naughty
students,” Eyotoru shares.
She adds that when schools
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Some of the pregnant teenagers at the facility
closed, her daughter became
unruly. She would disappear for
days with her three friends and
when she returned, she would
remain quiet. By February, two of
Patience’s friends had conceived.
“When I heard the news, I knew
my daughter was next. Those girls
were inseparable,” she says.
True to her fears, Patience is now

five months pregnant.
“The father is a Senior Three
student, a neighbour,” Eyotoru
says as tears roll down her face.
“I worked hard for my children
to have a bright future. My
daughter has followed in my
tracks,” she adds.
As she narrates, Patience does
not utter a word.

IV for antenatal. She joined Teen
Mums, a non-profit organisation in
Naguru, Kampala, where she receives
psychological and emotional support.
“I used to cry uncontrollably. I hated
myself and attempted suicide twice,
but the counselling, love and care I
receive helped me heal,” she narrates.
Jane hopes to go back to school and
achieve her dream.
DEFILED AT 12
Eunice, 12, is due to give birth next
week. By the time schools closed,
she was in Primary Four in a school
in Rukungiri district. She was living
with her grandmother after her father
abandoned them and her mother
moved to Kampala to look for work.
“My dad abandoned us when I was
a baby and this hurts,” she says while
fighting back tears.
Eunice dreamed of being a teacher.
In school, she was a reserved girl
who steered clear of trouble. She had
only one friend; her namesake and
agemate, whom she trusted so much.
But she betrayed her. In January,
Eunice went about her home chores
without incident; washing utensils
and sweeping the house before going
to the garden. When she returned at
about 1:00pm, she found her friend
waiting for her. The friend convinced
her to escort her home. At the home,
they found a man waiting.

“I hesitated, but my friend pushed
me towards him, saying the man
would give us money if I entered the
house with him,” she narrates. Her
friend’s parents were away in the
garden.
Eunice attempted to run, but the
man grabbed her and carried her
inside her friend’s house. The friend
disappeared.
“I tried to scream, but he covered
my mouth with his hand. He tore my
clothes and raped me. The pain was
unbearable,” she adds.
Later, the man threatened to kill
Eunice if she told anybody about it.
“I did not tell my grandmother, but
she discovered I was pregnant after
a few weeks. I was vomiting and had
cravings as well,” she remembers.
Her grandmother was furious. She
chased her away from home.
“I went to my uncle’s place and he
got me transport to Kampala. I now
stay with mother in Mbuya. She is a
food vendor,” Eunice says.
Her uncle tried to find the rapist, but
he left Rukungiri for Kampala.
“I have not bought anything for the
baby because mum does not have
money,” she shares, adding: “If only
dad was around, maybe he would
protect me. I want to find him.”
HE LEFT ME WITH HIV AND A
PREGNANCY
Fifteen-year-old Shakira lives in
Naguru with her mother, a street
vendor who singlehandedly looks
after five children. Shakira is the first
born. She gave birth on August 31 at
Naguru China Friendship Hospital to
a baby girl, who she says was rejected
by the father.
She named her baby after herself.
Shakira completed primary school last
year and passed with a first grade.
She loves sciences and wants to be a
pharmacist.
Her mother says Shakira was a
lively girl who grew up so fast and
took care of her siblings while she
went to vend vegetables in Kampala
suburbs. She had experienced most
of the bad things poverty throws at a
teenager, but she remained focused
on her education. Unfortunately,
Shakira got pregnant. She says she
saw it coming, but she had no choice.
Her siblings had to survive.
It all started when her mother went
for a two-weeks training over the
February general election. She left the

SOCIETY NOT DOING ENOUGH TO PROTECT GIRLS
According to the World Health Organisation,
complications during pregnancy and childbirth are
the leading cause of death for 15–19-year-old girls
globally. Of the estimated 5.6 million abortions
that occur each year among adolescent girls aged
15–19 years, 3.9 million are unsafe, contributing to
maternal mortality, morbidity and lasting health
problems. Adolescent mothers (aged 10–19) face
higher risks of eclampsia, puerperal endometritis,
and systemic infections compared to women aged

20 to 24 years. Babies of adolescent mothers face
higher risks of low birth weight, preterm delivery
and severe neonatal conditions. So why, as a
society, have we failed to protect our daughters
from these dangers? Today, teen mums, some as
young as 12, are sharing their ordeal with us. We
applaud them for having the courage to do right
by their babies, even when they are also victims
themselves.
#staysafe
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