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TEENAGE
MOTHERS

WOES OF CHILD-PARENTS
STRUGGLING TO COPE
Uganda was already grappling with teenage pregnancies even
before the outbreak of COVID-19. However, the pandemic,
which led to the closure of schools, has made the already dire
situation worse, with reports of pregnant girls being filed from
all corners of the country. In Naguru, Kampala, several girls
(aged 12-17 years) have been defiled and are pregnant, while
others have already given birth. Abandoned and desperate,
two Good Samaritans set up a shelter where they rehabilitate
the child-parents. The girls recounted their ordeals to
Ritah Mukasa. (Names have been changed for privacy)

J

ane is just 15 years old. By the time schools closed in March last year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, she was in Primary Five at one of the schools in
Naguru, Kampala.
She is the fifth born in the family of seven siblings. Her father is a security
guard, while her mother is a housewife. All had been well with the teenager.
According to her mother, Jane loved school and always fussed about being a
doctor.
Unfortunately, on one fateful night in March this year, she was set up by her friends
and was raped by a bodaboda rider. This happened at a friend’s birthday party.
“I had been to a few friends’ parties and I enjoyed them. When they invited me
again, I was excited,” Jane recalls, adding that she sought permission from her
mother, who cautioned her to take care of herself and return before dark.
They live in a slum. The streets and corridors are not void of criminals. It, is,
therefore, risky to move at night.
Jane left home at about 2:30pm. At the party, they had snacks at about 5:30pm,
before cutting cake. There were about eight girls and three boys.
However, at about 7:00pm, she asked her friends to see her off, but they
convinced her to hold on for a few minutes and that they would leave together.
She shifted her attention to watching a television drama. One by one, they
disappeared behind her back.
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